R SCHS Studies

A Special Report Series by the State Center for Health Statistics
1908 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, N.C. 27699-1908
North Carolina Public Health www.schs.state.nc.us/SCHS/

No. 132 May 2002

The Use of Public Health Databasesto Estimate the Risk for Special
Education Placement

by

Sandra Cluett Redden, Ph.D.
Donna K. Scandlin, M .Ed.
Marcia S. Roth, M.P.H.
Judith E. Devine, M .A.
Paul A. Buescher, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

Objectives. This study examines risk factors associated with placement in special education in the
first grade. The purpose is to help identify children in need of early intervention services.

Methods: Records for children enrolled in first-grade special education on December 1, 1998 were
linked to birth certificate recordsfor 1990, 1991, and 1992. Child Service Coordination (CSC) records
were also linked to identify the children who received CSC services and the associated risk condi-
tions.

Results: Children were morelikely to receive special education servicesif they were low birth weight,
low gestational age, had alow Apgar score or a congenital anomaly, or were part of a multiple birth.
Familia factors that increased the odds of special education placement were low parental education,
less than adequate prenatal care, maternal smoking during pregnancy, and parental/familia limita-
tions such as difficulty in parent-infant bonding or limited social skills.

Conclusions. By considering both environmental/familial and child-level factors, we can better en-
sure that at-risk children are identified and referred for early intervention services.
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